WWII test pilots: 
The most wrong 
experts to ever be 


-Eric Brown (3 kills, O on single engined fighters), "Wings of the 
Luftwaffe" 1977, p. 80: "The AFDU trials concluded that the Fw 190 pilot 
trying to "mix it" with a Spitfire in the classic fashion of steep turning 
was doomed. ---Of course the Luftwaffe was aware of this fact and a 
somewhat odd style of dogfighting evolved in which the Fw 190 pilots 
endeavoured to keep on the vertical plane by zooms and dives, 
while their Spitfire-mounted antagonists tried everything in the book to 
draw them on the horizontal." 


-Osprey "Duel" #39 "La-5/7 vs FW-190", Eastern Front 1942-45: 
P.69 "Enemy FW-190A pilots never fight on the vertical plane." P.65 
Vladimir Orekov: "An experienced Fw-190A pilot practically never fights 
in the vertical plane." 


-Johnny Johnson (top Spitfire ace) "My duel with the Focke-Wulf": 
"With wide-open throttles | held the Spitfire [V] in the tightest of turns. | 
could not see him, for he [190A-4] was gaining on me: In another 
couple of turns he would have me in his sights." 


-"Tactical and Technical Trends", No. 37, November 4, 1943 
(translation of one year of cumulative Russian frontline 
experience): "[FW-190] pilots do not like to fight in vertical 
maneuvers.--- The FW-190 will inevitably offer turning battle ata 
minimum speed." 


-“Le Fana de l'Aviation” #496, p. 40 (Soviet Spitfire frontline 
experience): "The Spitfire failed in horizontal fighting, but was 
particularly adapted to vertical fighting." 


